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for  the  relief of his  conscience   he   only  sought
authoritatively to know the truth as to the validity
of his marriage, and that Campeggio had come as
an impartial judge to decide it.    If Katharine was
adjudged to be his wife nothing would  be more
pleasant or acceptable to him, and he praised her
to  the  skies,   as a  noble lady against whom no
words  could   be   spoken.1     The   measure   of   his
sincerity is seen when we compare this hypocritical
harangue with  the letters  now before us to  and
from his envoys in Rome, by which it is evident that
the last thing he  desired was an impartial judg-
ment, or indeed any judgment, but one that would
set him  free to marry again.     One of the most
extraordinary means employed to influence Katha-
rine soon after this appears to have been another
visit to her of Wolsey and Campeggio.    They were
to say that the King had   intelligence  of a  con-
spiracy against him and Wolsey by her friends and
the Emperor's English partisans ; and they warned
her that if anything of the sort occurred she would
be to blame.    They were then to complain of her
bearing towards  the   King,   "who was now per-
suaded  by  her  behaviour  that she  did   not  love
him."    "She encouraged ladies and gentlemen to
dance  and   make  merry/'  for  instance,   whereas
"she had better tell them to pray for a good end
of the matter at issue."    " She shows no pensiveness
of countenance, nor in her apparel nor behaviour.
She shows herself too much to the people, rejoicing
1 This is Hall's version. Du Bellay, the French ambassador (Calendar
Htnry VIIL, vol. 4, part 2), adds that Henry began to hector at the end of
the speech, saying that if any one dared in future to speak of the matter in a
way disrespectful to him he would let him know who was master. " There
was no head so fine," he said, " that he would not make it fly,"